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English 4300 Section 002 
Utopia/Dystopia 
Spring 2000 
Dr.Carol D.Stevens 
Off ice: 315 J Coleman 
Phone: 581-6970 (Leave a message if I'm not there.) 
E-mail: cfcdsn'.ciu.cdu 
Office Hours: 11-12 and 2-3 Tues. and Thurs .• 4-5 Wed .• and walk-ins or appointments any 
time my office door is open and I'm not crunching a major deadline for another course. 
Course Description: We will examine the various ways in which writers through history have 
envisioned societies better than the ones they lived in. We will consider questions such as: 
does making a society better always involve trade-offs? How do elements such as race, 
class. gender. and economic status affect our perceptions of a society? What do 
skateboards and computers have to do with Utopia? Taking a historical approach, we'll 
explore these questions from many aspects. Work will include MUCH discussion, a reading 
journal, much writing. including exams, an individual research paper or project, and a group 
build-your-own utopia project. 
Texts: Atwood, The Handmaid's Tale 
Capek. RUR 
Gilman. Her/and 
Le Guin, Always Coming Home(issued in class) 
Huxley, Brave New World 
Kushner, Angels in America, Part I 
More. Utopia 
Salzman, An Anthology of Seventeenth Century Fiction 
Swift. Gulliver's Travels 
Voltaire, Candide, tr. Butt 
In addition. there will be handouts and some films. 
Grading: 300 points total. divided as follows unless specified otherwise in class: 
50 points individual research paper or project 
75 points group project 
50 points journal entries 
25 points midterm 
50 points final exam 
50 points other. including group work other than the project, participation, 
shorter writings etc. 
300-276 points=A. 275-250=B. 249-215=C. 190-210=D. Below 190=F 
Responsibilities and Policies: 
Assignments must be completed on time as others' work will often be dependent on 
what you do. This includes preparatory assignments for longer projects. 
Attendance is required, and two points (four for the class meeting before or after a 
break) will be deducted for each unexcused absence. 
Ground rules for discussion: 
1. We offer our experience as our truth, and agree to respect the experiences of the 
others in our class. 
2. We acknowledge that our experience is limited, and that limited experience may cause 
us to draw shaky conclusions. 
3. We agree actively to pursue information about the subjects we are studying, to avoid 
stereotypes, and to encourage thought. 
4. We agree to share what we think and believe without demeaning or devaluing anyone 
else's beliefs or experiences. 
5. We agree to create an atmosphere in which everyone feels safe to discuss the material 
openly. 
Academic honesty, research, written work, etc.: 
I regard any violation of academic honesty, including misappropriation of sources, 
unauthorized help, cheating on exams, etc., with the utmost seriousness and will apply 
penalties severely. Students who transgress will receive an F for the assignment. Cheating, 
plagiarism, and faulty documentation will result in an F for the assignment, and probably an F 
for the course. ANY incidence of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Judicial 
Board. 
Students with disabilities: if you haw a documented disability and wish to receive 
academic accomrnockttion, please contact the director of disability services as soon as · 
possible. 
Please Note: Every effort has been made to spell out policies clearly. but some 
changes occur in the normal course of every semester. For any alteration of 
assignment or policy, an announcement in class will be considered sufficient notice 
(another important reason to be here.) Remaining in the course after policies haw been 
discussed signals that you haw accepted them and agree to abide by them. I make 
the same agreement with you, subject only to changes we mutually agree upon in class. 
